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•Webinar ERC Work Programme 2026 1 por ERCEA 10/07/2025
•Webinar ERC Work Programme 2026 2 por ERCEA 11/09/2025

Other useful webinars:



Must Know:
• Application forms.
• ERC Work Programme 2026
• Information for applicants document
• Timeframe Advanced Grant 2026 evaluation | ERC (europa.eu)
• The Online Manual is your guide on the procedures from proposal submission to 

managing your grant.
• Check the latest announcements Changes to the 2026 and 2027 Work 

Programmes|ERC
• Subscribe to the ERC news updates to be kept informed on ERC calls and more: 

https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc (scroll down the page to enter your e-mail address)
• Subscribe to Spanish ERC NCPs newsletter
• Contact the NCPs erc@fecyt.es to ask all your questions well ahead of submission 

deadline.



Documentos Esenciales

5

Work programme 2026 Information for Applicants Guide for Peer Reviewers (2025, 
2026 to be published soon) 



Indicative Timeline ADG 2026
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747 M€ - 294 proyectos
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One deadline | 2 steps evaluation process

The ERC full proposal = part B1 + part B2+ Part A

Part B1 - pdf
Cover Page and summary
(1p)

Part I of the Scientific
Proposal (5p)

Curriculum vitae + 
Track-record (4p)

Evaluated in Step 1 NOT evaluated in Step 1 
(only in Step 2)

Annexes
HI support letter
Ethics and security issues
PhD certificate (StG, CoG)
Eligibility Extension Request (StG, CoG)

Part A – online forms
A1 General Information
A2 Participants
A3 Budget: table + description (Section C. 
Resources)
A4 Ethics and security
A5 Other questions

% Time commitment
Excluded Reviewers (up to 3)

Advanced Grant 2026 - Structure of the proposal

Part B2 - pdf
Part II of the Scientific 
Proposal (7p) 

Appendix: funding ID 



What is needed from Host Institution?

• PIC NUMBER (9-digit EC 
registration n.)

• Commitment Letter

OPE



Host Institution (HI)

• Any type of legal entity, public or private, including a university, a research organisation, or an undertaking.

• Established in one of the EU Member States, or one of the Associated Countries.

 The PI does not necessarily need to be working at the Host Institution at the time when the proposal is submitted.

THE HI IS NOT AN EVALUATION CRITERIA, BUT A HI COMMITMENT LETTER IS NEEDED WITH THE PROPOSAL.
• Must host and engage the PI for the whole duration of the action
• Must guarantee the PI scientific independence
• Must provide research support and administrative assistance (if granted)

Signature of the Grant Agreement
Signature of a Supplementary Agreement with the PI

Gender Equality Plan
His from an EU Member State or an Associated Country that are public bodies, research organisations, or higher 
education establishments must have a GEP or an equivalent strategic document in place for the duration of the project.



Templates en word, sólo 
cuando se abre la convocatoria

• Familiarise yourself with Form A, proposal templates, support guides, etc. PIC



[WP2026 p.21]
To be eligible, legal entities 
from a Member State or an 
Associated Country that are 
public bodies, research 
organisations, or higher 
education institutions 
(including private research 
organisations and private 
higher education 
institutions) must have a 
gender equality plan or an 
equivalent strategic 
document in place for the 
duration of the project. 



MIN 50% of
working time in EU

MIN 30% of working
time devoted to project
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What is needed from Host Institution?

• Budget preparation

OPE



Explain properly your resources and budget
• Budget analysis carried out in Step 2 evaluation.

• Panels have responsibility to ensure that resources requested are reasonable and well justified.

• Budget cuts need to be justified on a proposal-by-proposal basis (no across-the-board cuts).

• Costs can be cut when they have not been explained.

• Awards made on a “take-it-or-leave-it” basis: no negotiations.

• Ask for funding for Open Access – this is obligatory in Horizon Europe.

• You can ask money for team members (placed in other HIs, other countries, etc.)

LEADERSHIP AMBITION

ERCEA, 24/09/2025



Additional funding

ERCEA, 24/09/2025

Additional funding:
•* StG; CoG; AdG: additional €1.000.000 for PIs relocating to EU/AC to take up the ERC grant
•covers further eligible costs not limited to: start-up costs, major equipment, access to large facilities, 
major experimental and fieldwork etc. 
•Personnel costs: eligible
•Explain in the resources section the need for additional funding. Request it in your proposal – no extra 
funding will be possible once the grant is awarded



ERC Lump Sum Funding - Simplifications

││ 19

 Major reduction of administrative burden:
• Removes all obligations on costs reporting (incl. personnel costs)
• No more time-sheets or other document supporting actual cots incurred
• No more financial audits

 Budget is assessed during evaluation 

 Proposals include a budget based on estimated costs related to activities 

 EU contribution paid on basis of activities completion. Not linked to successful

outcome

 Right for grant portability remains for PrincipaI Investigators



│ 20

Changes to the Submission Forms - Budget Table

All other cost 
categories 

remain the same

Person months

Average monthly costs 
(automatic calculation)

New cost fields for AdG 2024



│ 21

Changes to the Submission Forms - Equipment Depreciation
Table (new Annex) 

 Excel template will be a mandatory attachment to be uploaded at submission 

 Guidance to be provided to list items for which several units may be requested (i.e., centrifuges, laptops)

 Guidance to be provided on how to encode fully capitalized costs items



│ 22

Changes to the Submission Forms - Narrative Section

 Single box split in 6 sub-
sections (text boxes) to 
provide a more 
structured format for PIs 
to justify 

 Overall character limit to 
justify resources 
extended from 8.000 to 
10.000 character



Proposal Evaluation – Evaluation of resources & costs 
requested by applicants

•  Budget is assessed during evaluaƟon: resources needed for the project & plausibility of cost 
estimates.

│ 23

ERC Dashboard will be made available for 
applicants and panel members

In line with RTD dashboard, except:

Based on ERC historical data - actual personnel 
costs paid since 2018 (to be updated for each 
Advanced Grant call)

Displayed by country and staff category



ERC Lump Sum funding – Reporting/Payment

80% pre-financing to ensure cash-flow

1 scientific mid-term report to assess progress and deviations

1 single payment at the end of the project

││ 24

0

80% pre-
financing

60

Scientific
Mid-term

Final (scientific & linked 
final payment)

Once the Lump Sum contribution is established, costs actually incurred are not relevant (budget table (not included

in the grant agreement) - full flexibility (transfer between costs categories)



ERC Lump Sum Funding – Other considerations:

││ 25

 Applicants should not change:

• The way they think up their idea and imagine their project.

• The way they structure their project.

 Basic ERC principles funding remain unchanged.

 The evaluation criteria

 Principle of portability

 Principle of flexibility: how changes and deviations from the original workplan 
are handled during the course of a project



ÍNDICE

• FORMULARIO ADMINISTRATIVO

• PRESUPUESTO 

• OTROS ASPECTOS NECESARIOS

• SERVICIOS DE APOYO



Collaborators

• PI is…
• Independent
• Creative
• Capable
• Expert
• Experienced
..to carry out
the research

• Groundbreaking
idea needs…

• Access to certain
sites / data

• Complementary
skills –support

• Access to top 
Research facilities

..to be outstanding
avoid collaborative work on core tasks

LEADERSHIP AMBITION



Collaborators in practice
In the Proposal Text:
• Clearly define the collaborator's role:

Use precise language to outline their 
specific contributions.

• Emphasize complementary expertise:
Explain how the collaborator's skills 
enhance, but do not replace, your own.

• Provide context: Explain why this 
specific collaboration is crucial for the 
project's success.

• Access to Resources:
• If the collaboration is primarily for access 

to unique sites, data, or facilities, 
emphasize the logistical arrangements.

• Clarify that this access does not involve 
substantial research contributions from 
the provider.



RANGO Ó Nº PAG

Forms A. Part 4. Ethics issues table + Ethics Self-Assessment

Ethics self-assessment

How to Complete your Ethics Self-Assessment

Why care about 
ethics in your ERC 
proposal?



Proporcionar una descripción narrativa de los problemas 
éticos asociados a la propuesta (en), asegurándose de cubrir 
todos los temas marcados en la tabla de cuestiones éticas.

• Descripción de los posibles problemas éticos de la acción 
propuesta con respecto a sus objetivos; la metodología y 
las posibles implicaciones de los resultados;

• Explicación de cómo se cumplirán los requisitos éticos 
establecidos en el programa de trabajo;

• Declaración sobre cómo la propuesta cumple con los 
requisitos éticos y legales nacionales de la UE y / o del 
tercer país donde se llevará a cabo la acción;

• Indicación de qué autorizaciones particulares pueden ser 
necesarias durante la vida del proyecto.

ERC-ETHICS-REVIEW@ec.europa.eu

Ethics self-assessment



ethical issues
annexes

Adjuntar cualquier autorización o permiso recabado para el trabajo 
propuesto. Se han de incluir copias (no cuentan para el límite de páginas 
de la propuesta porque se adjunta como anexos). 
Los documentos se deben presentar en un idioma oficial de la UE o el 
documento original junto con una traducción certificada en inglés o otra 
lengua oficial de la UE. 
• Por ej. Informe comité ética instituciones participantes, Formulario 

de consentimiento de voluntarios, Documentos informativos y de 
consentimiento informado para la Realización de la prueba,..

Para facilitar el análisis de las cuestiones éticas: proporcionar un 
resumen en inglés de la documentación que se adjunta cuando estos 
documentos no estén en inglés. 

Forms A. Annexes

Ethics self-assessment



ethical issues
annexes

On Proposal Writing
• Total Authorship Responsibility: Applicants are permitted to use AI for 

brainstorming, literature searches, or language polishing, but they 
remain solely and fully responsible for the entire content of the 
proposal. This includes ensuring the accuracy of all information, 
avoiding AI-generated hallucinations, and strictly adhering to scientific 
integrity and anti-plagiarism standards.

On Proposal Evaluation
• The ERC strictly prohibits the use of AI for the evaluation of proposals 

to protect intellectual property, that is, external AI tools does not lead 
to the unauthorized disclosure of sensitive research data or personal 
information to third-party platforms.

USE OF IA

•Current position of the ERC Scientific Council on AI
•ERC clarifies limits on AI use in grant evaluation
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Asesoramiento a demanda ciclo de vida:  propuesta y contrato
Buzón ERC erc@fecyt.es

Step 1

Simulacros de entrevistas

Soporte al tramitar la portabilidad a una 
institución española

Europa Excelencia (AEI) para las ERC 
individuales con A sin financiación

Step 2

Jornadas informativas

Talleres de preparación propuestas 

Reading Days

Análisis perfiles bibliométricos de ERC 
Grantees (2018-2020)

Con colaboraciones expertas, 
fundamentalmente ERC GranteesHow we can help you?

NUESTROS SERVICIOS Y NOVEDADES ESTÁN RECOGIDOS EN
“ENLACES DE INTERÉS”

En general, todo está en https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc



Series of videos – ERC Classes – for potential applicants:

Step-by-step to the ERC application process (5:19 min)
https://youtu.be/xbFbzkVWgCU

How to get started with your ERC grant? (11:37 min)
https://youtu.be/O7mOFL2tIQ8

How to write part 1 of your ERC proposal? (14:33 min)
https://youtu.be/HsmQRM88yyM

How to write part 2 of your ERC proposal? (8:26 min)
https://youtu.be/NnDLnabEpxQ

How do we evaluate your ERC proposal? (11:48 min)
https://youtu.be/FFhZX00AUV4

How to prepare for your ERC interview? (9:02 min)
https://youtu.be/F4qXVGcdH5w

How to apply for your ERC Proof of Concept Grant
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_WAkrKgWKs

¿Dónde encontrar más información?

35



PRÓXIMAS JORNADAS Y ÚLTIMO READING DAY..

36

•22 de junio (REGISTRO CERRADO)

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc-
proposal-reading-days-2026

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc/cat
alogo-propuestas-reading-days

https://www.recercasantpau.cat/actualitat/arriba-linfoday-
european-research-council-15-de-juny/



Información útil de cada esquema del ERC..

37



Subscribe to our newsletter

Database of all funded projects by 
year and threshold/call (and much 
more)

Panel Members | ERC - European Union



Representante
Comité de Programa 

ERC 

Técnica soporte a 
servicios ERC

National Contact Points ERC
erc@fecyt.es

Delegación española del programa ERC

https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/erc

Expertos/as en el Comité de Programa del ERC
• Jose Luis García (CSIC)
• Cristina Espa (AEI)
• Mª Pilar Gayán Sanz (Gobierno de Aragón)

Julio Marchamalo
FECYT, MCIU,ISCIII

Gonzalo Arévalo
AEI

Carmen Estévez
FECYT, MICIU

Leticia Riaza
FECYT, MCIU

Ana Martínez
Univ. Alicante
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Gracias

Leticia Riaza Gambero
Ana Martínez Vicente

Julio Marchamalo Amado

erc@fecyt.es



Gracias


